University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
SourceMex

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-10-2001

Supreme Court Imposes New Limits on
Extradition
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Supreme Court Imposes New Limits on Extradition." (2001). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex/4430

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in SourceMex by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 53314
ISSN: 1054-8890

Supreme Court Imposes New Limits on Extradition
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Mexico
Published: 2001-10-10
Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN) has imposed new restrictions
on a previous ruling that allowed the extradition of Mexican citizens to the US. While Mexicans can
be extradited to the US on a variety of criminal charges, the law was implemented primarily to help
in the US efforts to prosecute drug traffickers.
In an Oct. 2 ruling, the SCJN said the government had no authority to extradite any Mexican citizen
who faced a prison sentence longer than the equivalent of Mexico's life sentence. The decision is
a follow-up of a ruling handed down in January, in which the SCJN said the federal government
has the right to expedite extradition of Mexican citizens to the US without violating the Mexican
Constitution (see SourceMex, 2001-01-24).
Under that ruling, the court prohibited the extradition of any citizen who might face a death
sentence. Suspects facing life sentence will not be sent to US In the latest ruling, the court decided
also to prohibit the extradition of any Mexicans who might face a sentence longer than 60 years.
Mexico's life sentence is 40 years, but in some instances penalties can accumulate to 60 years. "A life
sentence [in the US]...does not observe the principles of social readaptation spelled out in Articles 18
and 22 of the Mexican Constitution," Justices Juan Silva Meza and Humberto Roman Palacios wrote
in the majority opinion.
Justices also cited several other articles of the Constitution, which give all prisoners the right to
work, training, and education as a means for social rehabilitation. The court decision could affect
several prominent Mexicans like former Quintana Roo governor Mario Villanueva Madrid, accused
of protecting members of the powerful Juarez drug cartel during his term in office. Villanueva,
who fled Mexico for two years, was arrested in May of this year in the resort city of Cancun (see
SourceMex, 2001-05-30).
US authorities have hinted they may request Villanueva's extradition, but have not presented
such a request. In its ruling, the court emphasized that it was not trying to block punishment for
offenders but was merely following the Constitution. "This decision does not lead to impunity,
because suspects can still be sentenced to lengthy terms," the SCJN said. (Sources: Associated Press,
La Cronica de Hoy, Novedades, La Jornada, Milenio Diario, 10/03/01)
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